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In the 1800ʼs, the Earl of Shewsbury commissioned 
two gatehouses within the Alton Towers Estate - 
Dimmingsdale Lodge being one of them.

Legend has it that in the 1830ʼs a beggar woman put a curse upon 
the Earl of Shrewsbury. Within the famous tale, it was phophesied 
that for every branch that fell from the mighty oak tree a member of 
the Earlʼs family would die. So a fearful Earl immediately had huge 
chains wrapped around the tree to prevent anymore branches from 
falling.  

In the 1900ʼs the Earls estate 
was divided up into lots and 
sold.  

Dimmingsdale lodge was used for residential 
purposes until this time. Following the 1960ʼs, 
the lodge was left vacant and fell into serious 
disrepair. Dimmingsdale had been taken into 
the public forest estate, under the care of 
Forestry England for all to enjoy.  

Dimmingsdale lodge was saved from 
dereliction by Gary and Margaret Keeling.
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Helen, daughter of Gary and 
Margaret, joined in the 
running of the business.

Sadly, in March Margaret passed 
away. The business still strives to 
continue in her legacy for many 
years to come.

Gary, Margaret and their 
family move in to their new 
home

Walkers-by would frequently comment to 
Gary & Margaret how it would be lovely 
to have a cup of tea and scone in 
Dimmingsdale after a walk. And so the 
Ramblers Retreat was born!
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2021 marks our 40th year of the Ramblers Retreat. 
We've grown in ways we could never imagine, but 
we are still welcoming our guests and local 
communities to Dimmingsdale with open arms, 
sharing the magic of the people, produce, heritage, 
wildlife and landscapes of the Churnet Valley. We 
can't wait to see what the next 40 years will hold.

2021


